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AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores
Bilent €Evren Projesi

Bilent €vren'in projesinde 6n plana ¢ikan iki figur, Ares ve Amores, Yunan mitolojisinden 6dung alinmistir.
Biri savas tanrisi, digeri ise ask tanricasi olan bu ikili, metaforlara dayali bir anlatimin GrinU olarak karsitliklara
gdnderme yaparlar: 6lum-yasam, sicak-soduk, yuvarlak-koseli... Bu zithklar aslinda €vren’in yasomi ve Uretim
modeli hakkinda bilgi veren dnemli detaylardir. 1975'te Galatasaray Lisesi'ni bitirdikten sonra Istanbul'dan
aynlip Paris'te sanat egitimi alan (1975-1979) sanatgl, editimine Amsterdam’'da (1981-1983) devam ettikten
sonra bu kente yerlesmistir. Turkiye, Fransa ve Hollanda arasinda sekillenen yasami, Bulent €vren'in cokkultorlo,
cokdilli kimligini ortaya ¢ikardigi gibi, giristigi farkl deneyleri hakkinda da bilgi verir. Her poligot gibi, €vren
de kelimelerle oynamayi, kuctk harf dedisikleriyle yeni ve farkli anlamlara ulasmayl sever. Sadece dikkatli
gdzlerin kavrayabilecedi detaylar Uzerine yogunlasan sanatginin ,AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores”
projesinde otobiyografik notlar, soyutlomalar kavramsal yaklasimla ele alindidi icin, anlatimla ifade arasindaki
catismadan sbéz agmak gerekir.

Mitolojinin bu noktada karsimiza ¢ikmasi da, gercekle kurgu arasindaki itismeyi guglendirir. Bulent €vren'in
anlatim tarzi figursel formlara dayansa da, formlarin icindeki elemanlar soyuttur. €vren, bir butin yizey Uzey
olusturarak gelistirdigi projesinde, mitolojik figurleri bir anlamda ¢ikis noktasi olarak aliyor; ¢onkU onun Kolaj
estetiginin Urunt olan formlarin tamami son dénem calismalarina génderme yapmaktadir. €vren, savas ve ask
tanrilarinin kendi aralarindaki qu¢ mucadelesini bir tor erotik maceraya dénUsturduqu icin, izleyicilere bir ¢irpida
anlayip tketebilecekleri hazir imgeler sunmuyor. Cunky Ares ile Amores arasindaki iliskide asil konu, form ve
renk iliskileri arasindaki etkileyici diyalogtur. €vren, 1980-1995 arasinda sadece geometrik soyut tarzda calistig
icin, ozellikle renklere dayall soyutloma konusunda ¢ok farkli deneylere girmisti. Daha 1980'lerin basinda
bilgisayar destekli Uretim deneyleri yopmaya baslayan sanatcinin 1990'larin ikinci yarisindan itibaren semi-
figuratif formlara yonelmesi Uzerinde durulmasi gereken bir dzelliktir. €vren'in sekillenmis metal plakalar Uzerinde
calisarak gelistirmis oldudu yaklasim, figire donUs olarak dederlendiriimemelidir; ¢unkU ,AresConstantAres
— AmoresConstantAmores’in de agikca ortaya ¢ikardidi gibi, asil konu, gérintrdeki formlardan ¢ok, onlarin bir
tir donustmle, soyutloma ile figur arasinda kurduklarn iliskidir. Ares ve Amores mitolojide ¢esitli hikdyelerin,
maceralarin icinde yer alirlar. Bulent €vren bu maceralart ginUmize uyarlomayr deneyerek, Ares'in migferinden
Amores'in kolyelerine dek bircok formu asin renkli, hatta Pop olarak niteleyebilecegimiz renk karsithklariyla
yorumlar. €tkileyici renklerin geometrik ve organik formlarla kurmus oldugu iliski, sanatginin figurin anlatimciligini
kirmis oldugunun géstergesidir.

JAresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores™ projesinde gérsel vurgu, fFransizca'daki constant sézciguyle
de desteklenir. Sureklilik anlomina gelen bu sézclk, aslinda 21.yy. insaninin kilturler, diller, codrafyalar
arasindaki gidis gelislerine gonderme yaparak izleyenlere farkli yorumlarin kapilari aralar. Bilent €vren,
Ares ve Amores hakkinda anlatilon haozir hikdyelere ragmen, konuyu souutlastirarak izleyiciye 6zqurce
yorumlayabilecedi bir alan acar. Bu projenin agik uclu karakterini gdsteren yaklasimi, sanatginin calismalarinin
ana karokteristiklerinden biridir: 11k bakista dnplana ¢ikan tanrilar arasindaki iliskiler yerini formlar arasindaki
gdrsel diyaloga birakir. Her detayin ince bir sorguloma ile formlandirlldigi bu projenin Ust ve alt okumalara
Yon veren bir karakteri de vardir. Acaba Bulent €vren'in formlarini bir tor hiyeroglif gibi algilamaya, okumaya
baslasak, nasil cimleler kurabilir, hangi anlamlara ulasirdik? ,AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores”e bu

agidan bakildiginda farkli yorumlarin 6n plana ¢ikacadini dosindyorum.
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AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores
Bilent €vren's Project

The two figures in the foreground in Bulent €vren’s project, Ares and Amores, are borrowed from Greek
mythology. Here, as the product of a narrative built on metaphors, the god of war and the god of love, as a
duo refer to contrasts: death-life, hot-cold, round-edged... These contradictions are in fact significant details
that inform the viewer about €vren's life and the model of production he employs. After graduating from
Galatasaray Wycee in 1975, €vren left Istanbul to study art in Paris (1975-1979) then continued his education
in Amsterdam (1981-1983) where he also settled. Bulent €vren’s life has taken shape in Turkey, France and
the Netherlands, which explains both his multi-cultural and multi-language identity and the various experiments
he takes on. As every polyglot, €vren likes to play with words, to attain new and various meanings by
changing the letters and such small interjections. He focuses on details that only careful eyes can discern;
the autobiographical notes and abstractions in ,AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores™ are conceptual;
therefore we need to talk about the clash between the narrative and the expression.

€ncountering mythology at this point strengthens the tussle between reality and fiction. €ven though Bilent
€vren’s narrative style relies on figurative forms, the elements within these forms are abstract, and he develops
an all-over surface. €vren employs the two mythological figures as a starting point in his project; because, all
of the forms that are a product of his collage esthetics refer to his current works. As €vren transforms the power
struggle between the gods of love and war into an erotic adventure, he does not present ready images that
viewers can comprehend immediately; because the main issue in the relationship between Ares and Amores
here is the impressive dialogue between the forms and color relations. from 1980 to 1995, €vren worked
only on geometric abstract style, and experimented mainly with painterly abstraction depending especially on
colors. Another point that needs to be noted is that €vren started to experiment and produce works with the aid
of computers at the beginning of the 80s; and at the second half of the 90's he leaned towards semi-figurative
forms. This approach that €vren developed by working with cut out metal plates should not be regarded as
a return to figures, because as ,AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores”™ clearly shows, the main issue
is more the relationship between abstraction and figure than the visible forms that build this relation via a
conceptual transformation. Ares and Amores are found in various tales and adventures in mythology. Bulent
€vren tries to adapt these adventures to the present time, and interprets many forms, from Ares’'s helmet to
Azores's necklace, with excessive color contrasts that can be defined as Pop. The relationship that impressive
colors establish with geometric and organic forms shows how &vren has broken figurative narration.

The visual emphasis in the ,AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores” project, is supported by the French
word “constant”. Meaning of this word, continuity, does in fact leave room for various interpretations, as it
refers to the comings and goings between cultures, languages and geographies in the 21st century. Despite
the stories readily told about Ares and Amores, €vren keeps the issue abstract, thereby opens a new space
for the viewers to interpret the subject freely. The open-ended approach of this project is one of the main
and common characteristics in his works: The relationships between the gods, who at first glance are at the
forefront, eventually leave their space to the visual dialogue. €ach detail of this project has been formed by
fine investigation, and shows the way for reading subtexts and higher texts well. If we were to perceive and
read Bllent €vren’s forms as a type of hieroglyph, how would we form sentences, what meanings would we
attain? | believe various readings will come forth once ,AresConstantAres — AmoresConstantAmores” is thus

viewed.
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